
OCP vs Zoning Bylaw 
Both address land use, however, the OCP guides land use while the 

zoning bylaw regulates land use.

Official Community Plan 

(visionary - guides land use):

 Provides a community’s vision 

and objectives to guide 

development for 10+ years.

 Reflects long term needs and 

desires of the community. 

 Outlines policies to achieve the 

objectives.

 Provides an understanding of 

the community's goals to assist 

with decision making.

Zoning Bylaw 
(regulatory - regulates land use):

 Is prescriptive and regulates 

specific land uses, densities and 

siting including:

• Uses that are permitted;

• Minimum lot sizes required;

• Types of units permitted;

• Number of units permitted;

• Building requirements related 

to siting and height.



Hierarchy of Planning Documents

The Official Community 

Plan is the community’s 

guiding document that 

informs all other plans and 

bylaws.

For example: 

The Area C OCP will inform 

and be consistent with 

local area plans, zoning 

bylaws and other planning 

documents.
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OCP Review Process

Phase 1:

Project 
Initiation

•Review of existing plans and gap analysis

•Statistical analysis

•Review of legislative requirements

•Community outreach and preliminary consultation plan

Phase 2: 

Engagement

•Conduct a variety of community consultation and engagement methods 

•Listen and receive community feedback 

•Meet with key interest groups 

•Develop draft vision to guide policies and define objectives

Phase 3:

Drafting 

•Take learnings from Phase 2 and develop Objectives and Policies 

•Complete mapping based on community consultation findings 

•Ensure the draft meets the requirements of the Local Government Act 

Phase 4:

Revision and 
Approvals

•Complete a formal referral process with government agencies and First 
Nations 

•Hold a public hearing 

•Present the draft to the Board for consideration and adoption
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