
Strathcona Regional 
District Area C – 
Community Context 
Summary Report
Insights to Inform the Discovery Islands & 

July 2025 



Contents
Introduction
Area Characteristics
Working with First Nations
Discovery Island - Mainland Inlets

Community Wellbeing and Health
Developed Areas, Housing and Infrastructure
Economy and Employment
Climate Change and Natural Environment
Guiding Vision and Goals
The Vision for Area C
Findings from Phase One of the OCP Review
Next Steps
Get Involved

3
4
7
8
9

12
16
22
24
27
28
29
31
35



3   |   Strathcona Regional District Area C – Community Context Summary Report

Introduction 
The SRD is embarking on a new project to renew the Electoral Area C 

a concise overview of the existing community context, including its 

to guide the development of a comprehensive and informed OCP that aligns 
with the community's unique needs and aspirations while appreciating the 

using a document review of the Area C Housing Needs Report, ICSP, Statistics 
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Area 
Characteristics
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Area Characteristics 

Electoral Area C Discovery Islands – Mainland Inlets is the largest electoral area 

Area C covers several Discovery Islands, including Quadra Island, Read 
Island, Maurelle Island, Stuart Island, Sonora Island, Raza Island, East and 
West Redonda Island, East and West Thurlow Islands, Hardwicke Island, 
and Rendezvous Islands among others including uninhabited or privately 

weave between them are home to many First Nations including the Homalco 

First Nations, as well as homesteaders, logging camps, recreational lodges 

deepwater inlets and rushing currents surrounding the Discovery Islands 

10,650 km2Electoral Area C Discovery Islands – 
Mainland Inlets covers approximately
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inlets are the traditional territory of many local First Nations and contain 

are known for their grizzly bear population, especially during the salmon 

diverse marine and terrestrial wildlife including humpback whales, orca 

This large vast area of high mountains, lush forests, and abundant fast-moving 

of these lands include managed forestry operations in some capacity, and 

make binding decisions over Crown land, an OCP can express local community 
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Working with First Nations
“Crown lands” are also the unceded territory of First Nations who have 

province is also working to align its legislation with the UN Declaration on 

As such, the SRD aims to collaborate on planning for the future of Area C, and 
all areas within the SRD, in consultation with First Nations and is committed 
to advancing Truth and Reconciliation through government-to-government 

First Nations leadership, and continuing to acknowledge and respect their 

As a part of Phase One of the Area C OCP project, over 24 First Nations have 

The SRD respectfully acknowledges that o
and the Strathcona Garden Recreational Complex are located 

We also recognize that we operate within the traditional, 
treaty and unceded territories of the Ehattesaht / Chinehkint, 
Homalco, Ka:'yu:'k't'h' / Che: k'tles7et'h’, Klahoose, K’ómoks, 
Kwiakah, Mowachaht / Muchalaht, Nuchatlaht, Tla’amin, 
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Discovery Island - Mainland Inlets The Planning Area

Mar 11, 2025
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Electoral Area C Discovery Islands – Mainland Inlets has a reported population 

Location 2016 2021 % Change

Electoral Area C 2,431 2,737

Strathcona Regional District 44,671 48,150

4,648,055 5,000,879
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Population Total Private Dwellings

2,737
2021 Census

12.6%
Increase
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Area C has a higher median age compared to the rest of the SRD and the 

Location 2011 2016 2021

Electoral Area C

Strathcona Regional District

43

What services will we 
need to assist our aging 

population?

to age in place within 

population over age 65 

12%

37%

2006 2021
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population, smaller family sizes, more single person households, and could 
have implications for the demand of 1 bedroom type dwelling units in the 

Location 2006 2021

Electoral Area C

Strathcona Regional District

2avg persons
per household

2021 Census

0.6%
Decrease
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As members of the North Vancouver Island Health Service Delivery Area, 

residents report a somewhat strong or strong sense of community belonging, 
1

value, given that resources available in larger communities aren’t often 

operate on Quadra Island and some outer Discovery Islands thanks to 

provides seniors outreach and support services: home-delivered meals, 
volunteer drivers to appointments and social activities, a seniors exercise 

Surge Narrows, and Stuart Island all have their own organized Community 

attached to a primary care provider2

1Statistics Canada, Canadian Community Health Survey, 2015-2016
2

77.6% of residents report 
a strong sense of 
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Education

School District 72 operates two schools in Area C, Quadra Elementary School 
and Surge Narrows School on Read Island, which have a combined enrollment 

“vulnerable”, meaning that without additional support, these children may 

3

Another measure of support for early childhood development is the number 

Nursery and Daycare has 19 spaces, and the Quadra Children’s Centre has 404 5

Health Survey found a decrease in the rate of North Vancouver Island youth 
who rated their mental health as good or excellent over the past decade, falling 

number of youth report living in multi-generational households and having 

highlight the need to support youth and families when planning for future 
growth, improving access to services, education and employment opportunities, 

3

4

5Cambell River Early Years Council, State of the Child Report, 2022
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Transportation 

public transit service in Area C, though pedestrians are supported by a private 
shuttle service connecting the two ferry terminals on Quadra Island, and 

In 2025, Area C completed an , which 
provides a roadmap of the community goals and objectives for improving 

operates two ferries on Quadra Island: one from Campbell River to Quathiaski 

https://srd.ca/wp-content/uploads/2024/12/Current-State-SRD-Area-C-Active-Transportation-Network-Plan-Dec-20-2024.pdf
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Recreation

Area C is a well-known destination for adventure due to its abundance of 

of living in Area C is the abundance of natural beauty and endless outdoor 

area boasting both provincial parks and several regional parks maintained 

activities that contribute to the enrichment of the individual and the 

Centre, playgrounds, a skateboard park, tennis courts, bike park, baseball 
diamonds, equestrian ring and trails, bike trails, and an abundance of natural 

assets on Quadra Island are Rebecca Spit, beach accesses, and boat 

The recreation possibilities throughout the Outer Discovery Islands are 

mainland inlets also serve as the gateway for hikers, mountaineers, and 
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development in Area C? 

Zoning Bylaw
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Developed areas are important for those who live, work, and play in Area C 

• Expanded housing choices and employment options; 
• 

• Opportunities to preserve and enhance natural and environmental 
features like streams and riparian habitats; and

• 

Given that most of Area C is unsurveyed Crown land, developed areas and 
housing will be concentrated in areas which already contain foundational 
infrastructure to support further development; such as a road network, 

Quadra Island

Quadra Island acts as the main settlement developed area within Area C, as it 
already has paved roads, foundational infrastructure, schools and services, as 

village centers for future development opportunities as sustainable, walkable 

the Cove are that it be compact, walkable, and mixed use, be green in terms of 
landscaping and sustainability, provide small footprint housing types, provide 
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According to the 2024 , 224 new housing 
units will be needed in Area C in the next 5 years and 633 housing units will be 

2006 2021

Total Dwellings 1,613 1,663

Total Occupied Dwellings 1,110 1,332

Full-time Occupancy Rate*

Structural Dwelling Type 2021 %

Single-detached house 1,225

0

10

Row House 0

Semi-detached house 15

Duplex 25

Other attached dwelling 0

Movable Dwelling 55

TOTAL 100%

https://srd.ca/wp-content/uploads/2024/12/Appendix-G-2024-Interim-Housing-Needs-Report.pdf
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Quadra Island Seniors Housing Society oversees a 15-unit supported-living 

no memory care facilities for people with Alzheimer’s or dementia, and no 

2021 %

1960s or before

1961 - 1980

1981 – 1990

1991 – 2000

2001 – 2005

2006 – 2010

2011 – 2015

2016 – 2021

TOTAL 100% 100%

Location % Owner 
Occupied

% Renter 
Occupied

% Band 

Area C

SRD
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not exist for any rural community within the SRD, limiting the level of possible 
analysis, however the following excerpt from the Area C Housing Needs 

provide some context:  

of rural lifestyle by preserving large lots, forested areas, natural landscaping 

Residential uses are spread throughout Quadra Island, with the goal of 
ensuring the type and scale of residential uses maintain the rural character 

The distinct residential neighbourhoods on Quadra Island include Quathiaski 

Readily available primary market data is only obtainable for the 
Campbell River Census Agglomeration (CA). While actual price and 

of Campbell River, trends in these rental market characteristics can 
be instructive of the broader rental market throughout the rest of the 
regional district. In 2021, the median unit within the primary rental 
market rented for $1,366, a 72% increase since 2011 (adjusted for 

111% to $2,150. Campbell River’s overall vacancy rate has been below the 
generally accepted healthy vacancy range of 3% to 5% since 2015. Only 

that time. With a growing renter population and declining vacancy, 



21   |   Strathcona Regional District Area C – Community Context Summary Report

Land Use Designation

Village Centre Residential 

Village Peripheral Residential 

Residential 

Country Residential 

Rural Residential 

Rural 

Land Use
Area C currently has the following settlement land use designations: 

While the OCP does not regulate land use, and therefore cannot require 

“Residential” and “Rural Residential” land use designation is primarily assigned 

can be viewed on the SRD UMapIt website: srd.ca/services/mapping/ 

https://srd.ca/services/mapping/
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Economy and Employment 
The Discovery Islands and Mainland Inlets play a crucial role in several 
markets including wildlife viewing and eco-tourism, hydroelectric power 
generation, aquaculture, forestry, a vibrant artist community, trades, 

unique strengths and challenges are supported through the Discovery Islands 

 

Historically, this Area’s economy has been based around forestry and other 

2006

18.4%
13.5%

17.7%

2021
20.6%

22.5%

12.4%

Trades, transport and equipment operators & related occupations

Sales and service occupations

Occupations unique to a primary industry
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earning $100,000 or more, there was a substantial rise for those earning 

Area C residents’ rate of participation in the labour force has declined since 

2006 2021

Employed 

Unemployed*

What could the SRD 

to Area C?
73.3%

51.8%

2006 2021
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Climate Change and Natural Environment
The Strathcona Region can expect changes to our climate in the coming 

our rural communities? 

•
• More potential water scarcity 
•
•
• Decreased snowpack 
•
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Under the Local Government Act, OCPs must include targets for the reduction 
of greenhouse gas emissions in the area covered by the Plan, and policies 
and actions of the local government proposed with respect to achieving 

CleanBC Roadmap to 2030  is the Province’s 
plan to reach our climate targets and put us on the path to net-zero emissions 

OCP, the climate related policies and objectives must align with the provincial 
plan to reduce greenhouse gas emissions and during the engagement phase, 
consultation with the community will aim to identify strategies and actions to 

Impacts to drinking water supply 

inspect, sample and assess community water systems for the purpose of 
protecting the public’s health and for monitoring compliance with the Drinking 
Water Protection Act and Drinking Water Protection Regulation

understand the freshwater systems on Quadra Island and develop climate 
adaptation strategies and freshwater management plans for sustained 

https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/environment/climate-change/action/cleanbc/cleanbc_roadmap_2030.pdf
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The BC Climate Action Green Bylaws Toolkit  is a useful resource providing 
regional governments and the public with practical tools for protecting green 

forests, wetlands, parks, green roofs, street trees, and rain gardens that help 

Supporting green infrastructure through OCP policies and objectives can help 

emission sources? 

https://stewardshipcentrebc.ca/PDF_docs/GreenBylaws/GreenBylawsToolkit_3rdEdition_2021.pdf
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Guiding Vision 
and Goals



28   |   Strathcona Regional District Area C – Community Context Summary Report

Guiding Vision and Goals

The Area C , is a long-

a shared direction for long-term success and sustainability throughout 

of the desired future for the Area and serves as a compass for decision-

h ecological 
diversity and unique communities working to protect the 

diverse community needs without compromising the 

https://srd.ca/wp-content/uploads/2023/04/ICSP-Report-2023_FINAL_c.pdf
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contest was held, inviting children and youth to share what they love 

Initation

Consult with interested parties to 

Develop the draft plan and review 

Raise awareness about the project, review 
existing plans and legislative requirements, 
and share the community’s present context 
to set the foundation for the next phases of 

Community 
Engagement

and Review

Complete formal referrals with 
Revision and 

Approvals
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Community engagement and consultation is key to an OCP review 

srd.ca/area-c-ocp/  

to develop written community objectives and policies that will then be 

In this phase, the draft bylaw will be presented to the Electoral Area 

Phase one made clear that Area C community groups and residents are deeply 
interested in the OCP and highlighted the importance of ensuring that the 
unique and diverse interests of each distinct community within Area C are 

• Uplift rural lifestyle 
• Support locally driven community development
• 
• Honor heritage 
• Protect and conserve the natural environment 
• Hold a high regard for individual choice of lifestyle 
• Progress climate resiliency 
• Encourage village style settlement  
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Next Steps 

Topics may be added, expanded or amended throughout the engagement 

Housing options for seniors 
Multigenerational living 
Services for seniors

Agriculture Small scale homesteads and hobby farming 
Food forests 

Commercial 
Land Uses

Mitigation – reduce emissions 
Renewable energy 
Waste reduction 
Adaptation 
Sustainable forestry 

Economic 
Development 

Tourism 
Agriculture 
Environmental employment 

Emergency 
Management 

Mapping 
Awareness 
Access 
Evacuation plans 
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Energy
Renewable 
Sustainability 

Environmentally 
Sensitive Areas

Mapping and monitoring
Riparian areas, wetlands 
Ground water 
Sustainable forestry 
Clean ocean 
Wildlife corridors 

First Nations 
Relations 

Honoring protocols 
Partnerships 
Preserving heritage/ place names 
Reconciliation 

Fisheries/
Aquaculture

Sustainability 

Food Security 

Community gardens 
Food forests

Wild foods
Pollinators 

Forested Lands

Conservation and stewardship 
Regenerative practice 
Preserve old growth 
Sustainable harvest
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Greenhouse gas 
emissions

Protect carbon sinks 
Empower sustainable living
Community climate mitigation

Floodplain management  
Storm water

Social capital

Community driven non-market housing 
Scaled to neighbourhood 
Workforce housing 

Industrial Lands Respects the surrounding community 

Natural Resources Sustainable practices 

Retain conservation parks
Maximize public access to water 
Protect wildlife habitat 

Land Uses

Promote research 
Support local education opportunities 
Indoor and outdoor public gathering spaces 
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Recreation Community facilitated amenities 
Retain parks and beach access

Settlement/ 
Developed Areas

Rural large lots
Residential lot sizes clustered near services 
Preserve community character

Telecommunications
Implement a telecommunications 
consultation policy 
Connectivity

Transportation

Active Transportation 
Wharves and moorage 
Multi-use paths 
Preserve boat access communities 

Utilities
Internet connectivity 

Renewable energy  

Waste Management
Sustainability 

Re-use 

Water
Safeguard supply and quality 
Promote water sustainability 
Research and mapping 
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Get Involved 
Subscribe to the project website for updates and 

srd.ca/area-c-ocp/ 

Did we miss anything? Questions? 
Connect with the project team at 
planning@srd.ca 



Phone 250-830-6700 | Toll Free 1-877-830-2990 | 




